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DEPT FOR EAP/K, ATTN: INTERLANDI 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, KS, PTER 

SUBJECT: CIVAIR - KOREAN AIR SAYS KE #858 CRASH WAS LIKELY 
THE RESULT OF A TERRORIST BOMB 

REF: SEOUL 13932 

1 SUMMARY: ON DECEMBER 2, KOREAN AIR'S INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT CONFIRMED TO US NEWSPAPER REPORTS WHICH 
SUGGEST THAT THE NOVEMBER 29 CRASH OF KE #858 WAS LIKELY 
CAUSED BY A BOMB ABOARD THE PLANE. THE AIRLINE SUSPECTS 
THE BOMB WAS PLANTED BY TWO PASSENGERS TRAVELING WITH 
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JAPANESE PASSPORTS WHO LEFT THE PLANE IN ABU DHABI. 
WRECKAGE OF KE #858 HAS NOT YET BEEN FOUND AND THE SEARCH 
IS SHIFTING NORTH TO BURMESE TERRITORY. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON DECEMBER 2, BOTH ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILIES IN SEOUL 
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RAN HEADLINE STORIES THAT KE #858 MAY HAVE BEEN SABOTAGED 
BY TWO PASSENGERS CARRYING JAPANESE PASSPORTS WHO LEFT THE 
FLIGHT IN ABU DHABI, THE LAST STOP BEFORE THE PLANES 
DISAPPEARANCE ON NOVEMBER 29. THE ARTICLES REPORT THAT ON 
DECEMBER 1 BAHRAIN AIRPORT AUTHORITIES DETAINED THE TWO AS 
THEY WERE ATTEMPTING TO BOARD A FLIGHT FOR AMMAN AFTER 
DISCOVERING ONE WAS USING A FALSE PASSPORT. SHORTLY 
THEREAFER, THE TWO REPORTEDLY ATTEMPTED SUICIDE BY 
SWALLOWING CYANIDE CAPSULES CONCEALED IN CIGARETTES ONE 
A MALE, DIED AS A RESULT. THE OTHER, A FEMALE, SURVIVED 
AND IS REPORTEDLY IN SERIOUS CONDITION IN A MANAMA HOSPITAL. 

3. RELATED ARTICLES QUOTE KOREAN AIR'S CHAIRMAN CHO CHOONG 
HOON'S STATEMENTS THAT HIS COMPANY BELIEVES A TIME BOMB FS 
THE MOST LIKELY CAUSE OF THE CRASH. 

4. ON DECEMBER 2, EMBOFF CALLED B.H. WON, GENERAL MANAGER 
OF KOREAN AIR'S INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT TO VERIFY 
THE ARTICLES. WON SAID QUOTE WE THINK THE POSSIBILITY IS 
VERY HIGH THAT SOMEONE PUT A TIME BOMB ON THE PLANE. 
UNQUOTE. WON SAID MORE TIME IS NEEDED TO INVESTIGATE 
BEFORE ANY DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS CAN BE MADE. HE MENTIONED 
THAT HE UNDERSTANDS THE SUSPECT FEMALE PASSENGER HAS NOW 
RECOVERED TO THE POINT WHERE SHE CAN BE QUESTIONED BY 
BAHRAIN AUTHORITIES. 

5. WON SAID KOREAN AIR'S INFORMATION INDICATES THAT ON 
NOVEMBER 28, THE TWO PASSENGERS IN QUESTION BOARDED IRAQ 
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AIR #28 IN BELGRADE AND TRAVELLED TO BAGHDAD, WHERE THEY 
STAYED FOR THREE HOURS BEFORE BOARDING KE #808 TO ABU 
DHABI. THE PAIR LEFT THE PLANE IN ABU DHABI AND 
TRANSFERRED TO GULF AIR FLIGHT #003 TO BAHRAIN. 

6. WON CONFIRMED THAT WRECKAGE OF FLIGHT #858 HAS NOT YET 
BEEN FOUND. HE SAID THAT ONE SCARRED SPOT HAS BEEN FOUND 
ON A HILLTOP IN THAI TERRITORY NEAR THE BURMESE BORDER 
WHICH MAY BE THE FIRST POINT OF CONTACT. ASSUMING THIS IS 
TRUE, KOREAN AIR BELIEVES THE WRECKAGE COULD BE LOCATED 
FURTHER NORTH IN BURMESE TERRITORY. ACCORDINGLY, THE 
AIRLINE'S CHAIRMAN CHO IS ACCOMPANYING A PORTION OF THE 
SEARCH PARTY TO BURMESE TERRITORY. 

LILLEY## 
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